A history of surgery for congenital heart disease in Papua New Guinea.
Cardiothoracic surgery in Papua New Guinea (PNG) was somewhat ad hoc prior to 1956 but later settled into an arrangement in which visiting teams from overseas selected mostly adult patients for a limited range of closed heart operations to be done locally or overseas. In 1978 the late Professor John Biddulph was instrumental in facilitating a more formal arrangement with the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital whereby patients were selected by a visiting cardiologist on an annual basis to be transferred to Sydney for cardiac surgery. This subsequently developed into a predominantly paediatric program based at the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children in Sydney, which successfully ran until 1992. In 1993 a program began, based at the Sydney Adventist Hospital, in which a voluntary cardiac team has been visiting annually to perform both open and closed heart surgery. This program has proved to be very successful with a high output and a low mortality. Despite this long history of surgery for congenital heart disease in PNG, no definite long-term plans have eventuated. Because the financial situation of the country does not allow for a major cardiothoracic unit, the current arrangement whereby noninvasive investigation and some closed surgery are performed at Port Moresby General Hospital is appropriate for the foreseeable future.